In 1940 Culbertson reported the successful action of quinacrine hydrochloride (atabrine dihydrochloride) in the elimination of the tapeworm Hymenolepis fratema from mice. He described the ready penetration of the wall of the small intestine by the drug, particularly in areas where the parasite is found. Later, in 1946, Saccomanno reported the use of quinacrine in infestations with Tcenia saginata. We have used quinacrine with success in the treatment of 11 patients with teniasis.
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The general plan of treatment that we have followed is adapted from that described by Saccomanno and Rivero. On the day preceding treatment the patient received a milk diet with the expectation that roughage would be eliminated from the gastro-intestinal tract, leaving the worm adequately exposed to the action of the drug. We have not established whether this procedure is essential. At about 3 p.m. that day, a purge was given to some of the patients. This usually consisted of castor oil or magnesium sulphate. This not only eliminated roughage from the bowel but supplied a guide to the patient's requirements for active purgation. On the morning of treatment a cleansing saline enema was given. An hour after the enema, the patient was given 0.6 to 1.2 Gm. of quinacrine hydrochloride, the dose being adjusted according to the age and size of the patient. Because of the nausea sometimes produced by the drug, 0. [Lane, C. G. : New England Journal of Medicine, 246, 77-81 (17th January, 1952) . The author is connected with the Harvard Medical School, Boston. Massachusetts.]
